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QUOTES…QUOTES…QUOTES…   
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year TO ALL!  

Helping communities 
help themselves 

"Volunteering - 
whether you 
do a big thing 

or a small 
thing, doing 

something is a 
great thing."   

The highest reward 
for a person's work 
is not what they 
get for it, but 

what they become 
because of it. 

It is better to shoot 
for the moon and 
miss, than shoot 
for nothing and 

hit it.  

If your heart is full, it 
shouldn't matter if your 

pockets are empty. 

Hello...Hello...Hello...   
Hello all, and welcome to another edition of our  
Volunteering Voice.  I have been keeping very busy here in the 
office with Introduction to Volunteer Training Sessions and    
follow-up referrals.  Plans are well underway for International 
Volunteers Day in December.   
With Christmas and New Year coming up I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend warm and safe wishes out to you all 
and your families for the festive season to come.. 
 
Brooke Turner  
VMP and VWI Coordinator  

Welfare To Work Reforms 
 
The proposed welfare to work reforms will potentially impact on 
the volunteer sector. 
 
If you have any thoughts on the Welfare to Work Reform or any-
thing else relating to volunteering we would love to hear them. 
 
Remember, it is important that your experiences and thoughts 
are known.  Wimmera Volunteers will ensure that the voice of 
volunteers is rural Victoria is heard. 
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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER ANATIONAL VOLUNTEER ANATIONAL VOLUNTEER AWARD WINNERS WARD WINNERS WARD WINNERS 
2005 ANNOUNCED…2005 ANNOUNCED…2005 ANNOUNCED…   

   
The achievements of 48 not-for-profit community 
groups have been honoured in this year’s National 
Australia Bank Volunteer Awards, and seven have been 
chosen as the ‘best of the best’ in each award category.  
Now in its eighth year, the 2005 NAB  
Volunteer Awards focused on the best 
practice in volunteering.  The national 
winners have each excelled in their field, 
attracting the coveted top prize against all 

 
THE NATIONAL WINNERSTHE NATIONAL WINNERSTHE NATIONAL WINNERS FOR 2005 ARE: FOR 2005 ARE: FOR 2005 ARE:   
   
�x Art and Culture-National Folk Festival, ACT 
�x Community Service and Development-Asylum Seeker 

Resource Centre, VIC 
�x Education and Youth Development-Caloundra City Libraries-Adult Literacy 

Program, QLD 
�x Emergency and Safety-Benalla Unit, State Emergency Service, VIC 
�x Environment and Wildlife-Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, WA 
�x Health and Wellbeing-Southern Adelaide Palliative Services, SA 
�x  Sport and Recreation-Sport SA, SA 
�x  
For a complete list of the State winners in each category, visit the VA website at 
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org 
 
All nominating groups who were unsuccessful will be receiving a ‘special edition’ 
complimentary copy of the National Standards for Involving Volunteers in Not for 
Profit Organisations as a way of recognising their support of their volunteers. 
 
HORSHAM 
Special Congratulations to “Art Is …” for their award.  The winners cheque was 
presented to the group co-ordinator Carolynne Hamdorf at a special function last 
week.   
Special Congratulations to all those who submitted an entry but weren’t 
successful … perhaps next time!!! 
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International Volunteers Day is coming up on the 5th of December.  This important day is an annual  

celebration recognising the volunteer contribution to our community.  It has been celebrated around the world 

since 1985.  This day is an opportunity for you to recognise the contribution volunteers make to your  

organisation.  Take the time to say thanks. 

 

Australian Volunteers International is again inviting all international volunteers to share your experience as part 

of United Nations International Volunteer Day. 

Celebrations are centred around Monday 5 December 2005, but can be held in the days and weeks  

surrounding the 'official day'. 

Undertaking activities at a local level is a great way to share the spirit of volunteerism and an  

opportunity to promote cross-cultural learning and experiences. 

Wimmera Volunteers will be taking the opportunity to celebrate International  

Volunteers Day on Tuesday December 6th 2005. 

 
Organisation invitations have been sent.  If you have not received your invitation please contact the office and 

we will forward another out to you.  If you are holding your own event, well done .  If not, and I know that for 

many groups the volunteers are the ones that would be doing the work in planning and conducting an event, 
then please take up this invitation so that volunteers can be recognised for their efforts and we can say thank 
you. 

Some wayS you can take the time to Say thankS 

on international volunteers day…  
�x Write an article for the local paper outlining th e contribution your volunteers make.  

�x Hold a breakfast for your volunteers.  

�x Give them a bulb to plant.  

�x Get them a movie ticket.  

�x Write them a poem or a song.  

REMEMBER:  Ask the local paper to take a photo of your event and/or write an article 

Window Display 
 

Wimmera Volunteers display current vacancies in their front window.  
Being strategically based between a number o f fast food outlets means that we have 
a large amount of foot and vehicle traffic.  
The display is read by many people as they wa it for fast food, strolling by, window 
shopping etc.  
You can take advantage of this area ……………  
Send in your current vacancies an d we will display them.  




